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Chapter – 5 
 

Demographic Profile of Prison Inmates 
 
 

 An analysis of the prison inmates 
has been undertaken in this chapter on 
the basis of their education, religion, caste 
and domicile.      
 
Convicts (1,31,517) 
 
 A total of 35,202 convicts out of 
1,31,157 convicts lodged in various jails in 
the country were reported as illiterate and 
56,469 were educated below class Xth  
standard. These two categories accounted 
for 26.8% and 42.9% respectively which 
together constitute 69.7% of the total 
convicts. Uttar Pradesh (7,444), Madhya 
Pradesh (5,146), Punjab (2,706), 
Chhattisgarh (2,450) and West Bengal 
(2,260) have together accounted for 
56.8% of the total illiterate convicts 
(20,006 out of 35,202). 51.5% of convicted 
inmates having education of below class 
Xth were lodged in five States viz. Uttar 
Pradesh (10,314), Madhya Pradesh 
(8,414), Maharashtra (4,228), 
Chhattisgarh (3,081) and Haryana (3,054).  
Uttar Pradesh had reported the highest 
number of graduate convicts (1,522) 
followed by Punjab (1,226), Madhya 
Pradesh (614) and Tamil Nadu (487) and 
Haryana (410).  The highest number of 
post graduate convicts were also reported 
from Uttar Pradesh (539) followed by 
Punjab (374) and Madhya Pradesh (226) 
(Table 5.1). 
 
 Classification of convicts 
professing different faiths revealed that 
72.5% (95,348) of them profess Hindu 
religion while 16.4% (21,550) were from 
the Muslim community and the rest 
professing other religions. The analysis on 
the basis of caste of convicts shows that 
33.4% (44,008) of convicts belonged to 
OBC category and 33.4% (43,914) of 
convicts belong to General category. 
21.3% (27,997) convicts belonged to 
Scheduled Castes while 11.9% (15,598) 
belonged to Scheduled Tribes (Table 5.1). 
 

The domicile based classification 
showed that 91.9% (1,20,844 out of 
1,31,517) convicts belonged to the same 
State/UT though some States/UTs reported 
considerable figures of convicts belonging 
to other States. UT of Daman & Diu, Goa 
and Chandigarh reported the large 
percentage of convicts belonging to other 
States/UTs accounting for 75.0% (12 out of 
16) and 40.0% (58 out of 145) and 40.0% 
(140 out of 350) respectively (Table 5.1). 

  
West Bengal has reported the 

highest number of convicts (1,113) 
belonging to other countries accounting 
for 44.0% of total such convicts in the 
country. Out of 5,381 convicts lodged in 
West Bengal, 1,113 belonged to other 
countries accounting for 20.7%. Relevant 
details may be seen in Table 5.1. 
 
Undertrials (2,82,879) 
 
 A total of 82,735 undertrial prisoners 
were illiterate and 1,19,370 were educated 
below class Xth standard, out of 2,82,879 
undertrials lodged in various jails in the 
country.  These two categories have 
accounted for 29.2% and 42.2% 
respectively which taken together constitute 
71.4% of the total undertrial inmates. Uttar 
Pradesh had reported the highest number 
of undertrial prisoners who were graduates 
(4,699) followed by Punjab (2,251), Bihar 
(1,285), Maharashtra (1,104) and Tamil 
Nadu (883). Maximum number of post 
graduate undertrials (1,583) were lodged in 
Uttar Pradesh prisons followed by Punjab 
(608), Rajasthan (359), Tamil Nadu (335) 
and Maharashtra (313) (Table 5.2). 
 
 Classification of undertrial prisoners 
professing different faiths revealed that 
69.7% (1,97,273 out of 2,82,879) of them 
adhered to Hindu religion while 21.1% 
(59,550 out of 2,82,879) were from the 
Muslim community and the rest belonged to 
other religions.  The analysis on the basis of 
caste based classification of undertrial 
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prisoners reveals that 37.4% (1,05,738 out 
of 2,82,879) and 31.3% (88,448 out of 
2,82,879) of undertrial prisoners belonged 
to General and OBC categories 
respectively.  20.2% (57,045) of 
undertrials belonged to Scheduled Castes 
while 11.2% (31,648) belonged to 
Scheduled Tribes (Table 5.2). 
 

91.8% (2,59,697 out of 2,82,879) 
undertrial prisoners were found belonging 
to the same State/UT according to 
domicile based classification.  Some 
States/UTs have reported considerable 
figures of undertrial prisoners belonging to 
other States/UTs. In absolute number, 
Maharashtra has reported the highest 
number of undertrials (2,879) belonging to 
other States followed by Delhi (2,565), 
Haryana (2,224), Uttar Pradesh (2,081) 
and Rajasthan (1,098). West Bengal has 
reported the highest number of undertrial 
prisoners (1,822) belonging to foreign 
countries followed by Maharashtra (513), 
Uttar Pradesh (235) and Delhi (217). In 
percentage terms Telangana has reported 
the highest 20.4% (83 out of 407) of their 
undertrial prisoners belonging to foreign 
countries. Relevant details may be seen in 
Table-5.2. 
 
Detenues (3,237) 
 

 Analysis on the basis of 
educational qualification showed that 
1,278 out of 3,237 detenues were illiterate 
and 1,245 were educated below class Xth 
standard.  These two categories 
accounted for 39.5% and 38.5% of 
detenues respectively, which taken 
together constitute 78.0% of total 
detenues (Table-5.3). 
 
 

 Classification of detenues 
on the basis of religion reveals that 
62.7% (2,030 out of 3,237) was professing 
Hindu religion while 20.3% (658) and 
15.6% (505) belonged to Muslim and 
Christian community respectively. The rest 
adhered to other religions.  The analysis 
of the detenues on the basis of caste 
shows that about 38.1% (1,233 out of 
3,237) and 38.1% (1232 out of 3,237) 
belonged to the OBC and SC categories 

respectively. 18.8% (607 out of 3,237) 
detenues were from General Category 
while 5.1% (165 out of 3,237) were from 
Scheduled Tribes (Table-5.2). 
 
 

Analysis of detenues on the basis of 
domicile shows that 91.3% (2,955 out of 
3,237) detenues belonged to the same 
State/UT.  Tamil Nadu, Gujarat, Karnataka, 
Nagaland and Andhra Pradesh reported 
186, 20, 11, 9 and 8 detenues respectively 
belonging to other States lodged in their 
prisons. Jammu & Kashmir reported 80% 
(28 out of 35 detenues) detenues belonging 
to other country in its jails. Relevant details 
may be seen in Table 5.3. 
 
Others (903) 
  

604 out of the 903 unspecified 
prisoners were illiterate and 239 were 
educated below class Xth. These two 
categories accounted for 66.9% and 26.5% 
respectively, which taken together 
constitute 93.4% of total of such inmates 
(Table 5.4). 

 
 Classification of this category of 
prisoners on the basis of religion reveals 
that 49.6% (448 out of 903) was professing 
Hindu religion and 47.8% (432 out of 903) 
were from Muslim community. The analysis 
of the prisoners on the basis of caste shows 
that the maximum number of such prisoners 
(73.2%) belong to General category (661 
out of 903) followed by 14.1% (127 out of 
903) belonging to SC and 10.6% (96 out of 
903) belonging to OBC category. 2.1% (19 
out of 903) of the total such inmates were 
from Scheduled Tribes (Table 5.4). 

 
Domicile based analysis showed 

that 70.0% of such prisoners belong to 
other country (632 out of 903), most of them 
were lodged in West Bengal (630 out of 
632). Relevant details may be seen in 
Table 5.4. 
 

   


