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Chapter – 10 
 

Juveniles in conflict with law 
 

 

Introduction 
 

‘Juveniles in Conflict with Law’ refers to 
any persons below age of 18 years who comes 
into contact with the justice system as a result 
of being suspected or accused of committing 
crimes. Data on juveniles in conflict with law is 
based on police recorded First Information 
Report (FIR) only irrespective of final order. 
Data are being captured through a prescribed 
proformae, some information, relating to 
demographic details of juveniles, might be 
collected from juveniles home/special home. 

 
The figures for juvenile apprehended till 

2000 were collected as per the definition of 
juveniles in The Juvenile Justice (Care & 
Protection of Children) Act, 1986. As per this 
Act, juveniles or child means a person who has 
not completed eighteen year of age.  
 

Share of Juvenile Crimes 
 

The share of IPC crimes registered 
against juveniles to total IPC crimes registered 
in the country during 2005 was at 1.0% which 
marginally increased to 1.1% in 2006 and 
remained static in 2007. This share increased 
marginally to 1.2% in 2008 thereafter 
decreased to 1.1% in 2009.This share further 
decreased to 1.0% in 2010 and thereafter 
marginally increased to 1.1% in 2011. Further, 
the share increased marginally to 1.2% in 2012 
and remained static at 1.2% in 2013 and 2014. 
Furthermore, the share has marginally 
decreased to 1.1% in 2015. The details may be 
seen in Table 10.1. 
 

IPC Crimes 
(Incidence: 31,396) 
 

The number of cases registered under 
various sections of IPC crimes against 
juveniles(in conflict with law) in 2015 have 
decreased by 6.3% during 2015 over 2014 as 
33,526 cases under IPC crimes were 
registered against juveniles during 2014 which 
decreased to 31,396 such cases in 2015. The 
details may be seen in Table 10.1. 

 

The highest share  of cases registered 
against juveniles were reported under the crime 
head ‘theft’ (19.2%), ‘criminal trespass/burglary’ 
(8.3%), ‘rape’ (5.4%) and  kidnapping & 
abduction’ (5.2%) and ‘Causing injuries under 
rash driving/road rage' (4.9%). These five crime 
heads have together accounted for 43.0% of 
total IPC cases (31,396 cases) of juveniles in 
conflict with law. The details may be seen in 
Table 10.2. 
 

SLL Crimes 
(Incidence: 2,037) 

 

Cases of juveniles in conflict with law 
registered under various SLL crimes have 
decreased by 59.6% in 2015 as compared to 
2014 as 5,039cases of juveniles in conflict with 
law under SLL registered in 2014 which 
decreased to2,037 cases in 2015.  

 

The highest share of cases registered 
against juveniles was reported for the crime 
under ‘Protection of Children from Sexual 
Offences Act’ which accounted for 22.6% of total 
SLL cases (2,037 cases) registered against 
juveniles. The details may be seen in Table 
10.3. 

 

State-wise Distribution of Cases 

Registered against Juveniles under 

Various Sections of IPC 
 

Madhya Pradesh (6,320 cases), 
Maharashtra (5,482 cases),Delhi (2,332 cases), 
Rajasthan (2,126 cases), Chhattisgarh (1,788 
cases), Bihar (1,562 cases) and Tamil Nadu 
(1,483 cases) have reported maximum number 
of cases registered against juvenile under 
various sections of IPC. These seven States 
taken together have accounted for 67.2% 
(21,093 out of 31,396 cases) of total cases 
under IPC relating to juveniles in conflict with 
law in the country. A total of 128 cases and 87 
cases registered against juveniles under murder 
in Maharashtra and Madhya Pradesh 
respectively during 2015. Majority of rape cases 
registered against juveniles in the country was 
reported from Madhya Pradesh (282 cases) 
followed by Maharashtra (247 cases), Rajasthan 
(166 cases) and Chhattisgarh (134 cases) which 
was 16.7%, 14.6%, 9.8% and 7.9% of total rape 
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cases registered against juveniles respectively 
in the country. Among UTs, a total of 119 rape 
cases registered against juveniles were 
reported in Delhi during the year 2015.  

 

Maximum number of cases of 
kidnapping & abduction registered against 
juveniles in the country was reported from 
Madhya Pradesh (299 cases) followed by 
Bihar (298 cases), Chhattisgarh (230 cases) 
and Uttar Pradesh (145 cases). These four 
States together have accounted for 59.6% 
(972 out of 1,630 cases) of total such cases in 
the country. 

 

Maharashtra (1,279 cases), Delhi (669 
cases), Madhya Pradesh (458 cases), Tamil 
Nadu (432 cases), Rajasthan (412 cases) and 
Andhra Pradesh (399 cases) have reported 
high number of cases of theft registered 
against juveniles. These six States taken 
together have accounted for 60.4% (3,649 out 
of 6,046 cases) of total such cases registered 
in the country. 

 

Maximum number of cases registered 
against juveniles under assault on women with 
intent to outrage her modesty (sec. 354 IPC) 
were reported from Madhya Pradesh (364 
cases), Maharashtra (347 cases), Delhi (142 
cases), Chhattisgarh (105 cases) and 
Rajasthan (76 cases) which together 
accounted for 71.8% of total cases (1,439) 
registered in the country. Details are given in 
Table 10.2. 
 

State/UT-wise Distribution of Cases 

Registered against Juveniles under 

Various Sections of SLL 
 

Majority of cases registered against 
juveniles under Special and Local Laws(SLL) 
were reported in Tamil Nadu, which accounted 
for 16.2% (331 out of 2,037 cases) of total 
such cases under SLL, followed by 12.9% in 
Madhya Pradesh (263 cases), 10.8% each in 
Kerala and Gujarat (221 cases each) and 
10.3% Maharashtra (211 cases). These five 
States taken together have accounted for 
61.2% of total such cases of juveniles in 
conflict with law under SLL crimes registered in 
the country.  
 

Out of 460 cases registered in the 
country under ‘The Protection of Children from 
Sexual Offences Act’ against juveniles, 84 
cases were reported from Gujarat (18.3%) 
followed by Madhya Pradesh with 65 cases 

(14.1%). Madhya Pradesh reported 79 cases of 
juveniles in conflict with law under the Gambling 
Act followed by Chhattisgarh with 41 cases. 46 
cases out of 187 cases registered against 
juveniles under 'The Arms Act' were reported 
from Bihar and Madhya Pradesh whereas 53 out 
of 152 cases reported under the 'Excise Act 
1944' were reported from Madhya Pradesh 
alone. 14 cases out of 33 cases registered 
against juveniles under 'The SC/ST(Prevention 
of Atrocities) Act' were reported in Tamil Nadu. 
Gujarat reported 54 cases out of 130 such 
cases under 'Prohibition Act'. Under the Narcotic 
Drugs & Psychotropic Substances Act, Kerala 
registered 39 out of total 123 cases reported in 
the country. Details are given in Table 10.3. 
 

Juveniles Apprehended 
 

The details on gender-wise juveniles 
apprehended under IPC and SLL crimes are 
presented in Table 10.4. A total of 41,385 
juveniles were apprehended during 2015 out of 
which 40,468 were boys and 917 were girls. The 
percentage of girls to total juveniles was 2.2% 
i.e. 1.1 percentage point less than such share in 
2014 (3.3%). Details of juveniles apprehended 
under IPC and SLL crimes by age-group are 
presented in Table 10.4. Out of total juveniles 
apprehended in 2015, 602 juveniles were in the 
age-group of below 12 years, 11,052 juveniles in 
the age-group of 12-16 years and 29,731 
juveniles apprehended were under the age-
group of 16-18 years and the percentage shares 
of juveniles apprehended under these age-
groups were 1.4%, 26.7% and 71.8% of total 
juveniles apprehended during 2015 respectively. 
A decrease of 1.5% (from 11,220 in 2014 to 
11,052 in 2015) in the age group 12-16 and 
decrease of 17.7% (from 36,138 in 2014 to 
29,731 in 2015) in the age group of 16-18 years 
were reported during 2015 over 2014. The 
overall decrease in juveniles apprehended at the 
national level was 14.2% during 2015 in 
comparison to 2014. 
 

Out of total 41,385 juveniles 
apprehended during 2015, 39,074 juveniles 
(94.4%) were apprehended under IPC crimes 
while 2,311 juveniles (5.6%) were apprehended 
for cases under SLL crimes. Majority of juveniles 
were apprehended for theft (7,936) followed by 
criminal trespass & burglary (3,632), rape 
(1,841) and robbery (1,838). These heads taken 
together accounted for 39.0% (15,247 out of 
39,074) of  total  juveniles  apprehended  under 
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IPC crimes during 2015. 
 

Profile of Juveniles Apprehended  
 
 

The ratio of girls to boys apprehended 
under IPC crimes was nearly 1:45 during 2015. 
Significant numbers of juveniles apprehended 
were in the age group 12 yrs.-below 16 years 
(10,259 boys and 278 girls). But substantial 
number of juveniles apprehended were in the 
age group of 16-18 years (27,449 boys and 
537 girls). The details are presented in Table 
10.4. 
 

The ratio of girls to boys apprehended 
for committing SLL crimes during 2015 was 
about 1:35. In SLL crimes, maximum number 
of juveniles apprehended belong to age group 
16yrs. - below 18 years (1,745) whereas 
maximum girls apprehended were in age group 
16 yrs. to below 18 years (30) under SLL 
crimes. The details are presented in Table 
10.4. 
 

Final Order in the Matter Related to 

Juveniles  
 

The details of final order of juveniles in 
the matter related to juveniles are presented in 
Table 10.5. 

 

A total of 56,501 juveniles were 
apprehended and produced before various 
juveniles boards during 2015. The percentage 
of juveniles awaiting final order at the end of 
2015 was 38.2% (21,562 out of 56,501 
juveniles).13.0% (7,354 out of 56,501) of total 
apprehended juveniles were sent to home after 
advice or admonition by various juveniles 
boards during 2015, 15.6% (8,842 out of 

56,501) of total juveniles were placed under 
care of parents / guardians, 3.4% (1,918 out of 
56,501) were sent to institutions, 17.1% (9,665 
out of 56,501) were sent to special homes, 4.6% 
(2,578 out of 56,501) were dealt with fine and 
8.1% (4,582 out of 56,501) were either acquitted 
or their cases were otherwise disposed of during 
2015. 

 

Classification of Juveniles by Attributes 
 

Out of the total juveniles apprehended in 
various crimes, 4,757 were illiterate and 14,229 
had education up to primary level. These two 
categories together accounted for 45.9% of the 
total juveniles apprehended during the year 
2015. Children living with parents have 
accounted for 85.6% (35,448 out of 41,385) of 
the total juveniles apprehended. The share of 
homeless children who were involved in various 
crimes was just 3.9% (1,622 out of 41,385). 

 

A large number of juveniles apprehended 
in 2015(42.4% i.e. 17,543 out of 41,385) 
belonged to the poor families whose annual 
income was up to ₹25,000. The share of 
juveniles from families with income between 
₹25,000 and ₹50,000 was 28.2%(11,695 out of 
41,385). The share of juveniles hailing from 
income group (₹50,000 - ₹2,00,000) was 25.9% 
(10,739 out of 41,385). The share of juveniles 
from families in income group (₹2 lakh to ₹3 
lakh) and income group (above ₹3 Lakh) was 
low at 2.3% (951) and 1.1% (457) of total 
juveniles apprehended (41,385) respectively. 
The details may be seen in Table 10.6. 
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